
            UNIT: Sociology & Comparative Education (JOOUST – 4th Year Level) 

Below is Module 1. After you understand it, we move to Module 2, then 3… until we finish the 

full unit. 

 

    MODULE 1: INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY OF EDUCATION 

     1. Meaning of Sociology 

Sociology is the scientific study of human society, social relationships, and institutions. 

It examines how people behave in groups and how societies influence individuals. 

 

     2. Meaning of Sociology of Education 

This is the study of how society affects education and how education affects society. 

It helps us answer questions like: 

• Why do some students perform better than others? 

• How do family, culture, and social class influence education? 

• How do schools shape social behavior? 

 

      3. Key Concepts in Sociology of Education 

a) Society 

A group of people who share common culture, values, institutions. 

b) Culture 

The way of life of a people — beliefs, language, customs, morals. 

c) Socialization 

The process through which individuals learn the norms, values, and behaviors of their society. 

Schools are major agents of socialization. 

d) Social Stratification 



The division of society into classes (rich, middle class, poor). 

This affects access to education and academic performance. 

e) Social Mobility 

Movement from one social class to another. 

Education is a major tool of mobility. 

 

       4. Roles of Education in Society 

1. Socialization 

Schools teach discipline, teamwork, cooperation, respect. 

2. Cultural transmission 

Passing knowledge, skills, moral values, and traditions from one generation to another. 

3. Economic development 

Education equips learners with skills needed in the job market. 

4. Social integration 

Brings together learners from diverse backgrounds → promotes unity. 

5. Social control 

School rules, regulations, and discipline shape acceptable behavior. 

6. Social change 

Education introduces new ideas, technology, and problem-solving skills that transform society. 

 

             5. Agents of Socialization 

These are institutions that shape learners’ attitudes, behaviors, and values: 

1. Family (primary) 

2. School 

3. Peers 

4. Religion 



5. Media 

6. Community 

Each plays a role in shaping a learner’s identity and worldview. 

 

       6. Relationship Between Society and School 

Society influences the school through: 

• Culture 

• Economy 

• Politics 

• Religion 

• Technology 

• Family values 

Schools influence society by: 

• Creating skilled manpower 

• Reducing ignorance 

• Enhancing unity 

• Promoting equality 

• Changing behaviors 

 

      7. Contemporary Issues Affecting Education (Kenyan Context) 

✔ Drug abuse 

✔ Examination cheating 

✔ Teenage pregnancies 

✔ Radicalization & insecurity 

✔ Technology/AI integration 



✔ Social media influence 

✔ Poverty 

✔ Gender inequality 

 

           8. Possible Exam Questions (4th Year Level) 

Section A: Short Notes 

1. Define social stratification and explain its influence on education. 

2. Explain four roles of education in promoting social mobility. 

3. Briefly describe the concept of socialization. 

Section B: Long Questions 

1. Discuss how education contributes to social development in Kenya. 

2. Examine five ways in which family background affects academic performance. 

3. Evaluate the relationship between culture and curriculum development. 

            MODULE 2: COMPARATIVE EDUCATION 

    1. Meaning of Comparative Education 

Comparative Education is the systematic study and comparison of educational systems, 

processes, structures, and outcomes in different countries. 

It helps us understand why education differs across nations and what Kenya can learn from 

other systems. 

 

    2. Importance of Comparative Education 

Comparative education helps countries to: 

1. Borrow good practices 

e.g., Kenya learning Finland’s teacher training model. 

2. Understand cultural influence on education 

Why Japan has strong discipline, why USA promotes freedom, etc. 



3. Improve policy and curriculum development 

Comparing systems helps countries reform education. 

4. Identify strengths and weaknesses 

Helps governments avoid mistakes made elsewhere. 

5. Promote international cooperation 

Exchange programs, global research, UNESCO programs. 

6. Enhance educational planning 

Learning how other nations expand schools, manage resources, fund education. 

 

    3. Approaches to Comparative Education 

There are several frameworks scholars use to compare systems: 

1. Descriptive Approach 

Simply describes education systems of different countries without detailed analysis. 

2. Analytical Approach (Problem-Solving) 

Analyzes causes and consequences of differences in education. 

3. Historical Approach 

Studies the history of education systems to understand why they exist as they are. 

4. Sociological Approach 

Looks at how society, culture, religion, and family influence education. 

5. Philosophical Approach 

Examines educational ideologies—e.g., pragmatism in USA, humanism in Finland. 

6. Statistical/Quantitative Approach 

Uses data (literacy rates, enrolment, funding levels) to compare countries. 

 

    4. Factors Influencing Education Systems 

These factors explain why education looks different from one country to another. 



1. Historical factors 

Colonialism shaped education in Kenya and many African countries. 

2. Political factors 

Democracies vs authoritarian states influence curriculum and freedom. 

3. Economic factors 

Rich countries (USA, Germany) invest more in education than developing ones. 

4. Cultural factors 

Japan: discipline 

Kenya: respect, community 

USA: individualism 

5. Religious factors 

Islamic nations integrate religious education deeply. 

6. Technological factors 

Finland, Singapore, South Korea use tech heavily in schools. 

7. Geographical factors 

Countries with harsh climates (e.g., Iceland) have unique schooling calendars. 

8. Demographic factors 

High population growth affects class size, teacher shortage, funding. 

 

    5. Comparison of Education Systems 

Below are summary comparisons you can use in exams. 

 

🇫🇮 A. Kenya vs Finland 

Finland 

• Highly trained teachers (Master’s level). 

• No national exams until late secondary. 



• Child-centered learning. 

• Less homework. 

• Strong government funding. 

• Emphasis on equality. 

Kenya 

• National exams (KCPE, KCSE). 

• High-stakes curriculum. 

• Limited resources in some areas. 

• Mixed teacher qualifications. 

• Larger class sizes. 

What Kenya can learn 

• Better teacher training 

• Reduce exam pressure 

• More child-centered methods 

 

🇯🇵 B. Kenya vs Japan 

Japan 

• Strong discipline and work ethic 

• Long school days 

• Moral education is compulsory 

• High parental involvement 

• Strong STEM focus 

Kenya 

• Less discipline enforcement 

• Medium school hours 

• Moral education not emphasized as a standalone subject 



• Parental involvement varies 

 

🇺🇸 C. Kenya vs United States 

USA 

• Flexible curriculum 

• Freedom of choice for students 

• Multicultural emphasis 

• Strong use of technology 

• Well-funded schools in wealthy districts 

Kenya 

• More centralized curriculum 

• Less student choice 

• Resource gaps between rural and urban schools 

 

🇿🇦 D. Kenya vs South Africa 

South Africa 

• Multilingual education 

• Well-funded in urban areas, weak in rural 

• Post-apartheid reforms emphasize equity 

Kenya 

• English/Kiswahili instruction 

• More uniform system 

• CBC reform ongoing 

 

    6. Importance of Comparative Education to a Kenyan Teacher 

1. Broadens professional outlook 



Teachers understand global trends. 

2. Helps in adopting best practices 

e.g., Finland’s learner-centered approach. 

3. Improves classroom innovation 

Exposure to diverse teaching methods. 

4. Enhances curriculum development 

Helps teachers contribute to CBC reforms. 

5. Promotes international understanding 

Teachers appreciate cultural diversity. 

6. Helps solve local educational problems 

By learning how other nations addressed similar issues. 

 

    7. Possible Exam Questions (JOOUST-Level) 

Short Answer 

1. State four reasons why comparative education is important to teacher trainees. 

2. Explain three factors that influence education systems. 

3. Give two differences between Kenya’s education and Finland’s. 

Long Answer 

1. Discuss the relevance of comparative education to teacher preparation in Kenya. 

2. Compare and contrast the education systems of Kenya and Japan. 

3. Examine the major approaches used in comparative education. 

 


